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Decisive Win In Federal Court Trial  

This past December, our trial 
team showed that they are  
never reluctant to take a verdict 
when necessary and demon-
strated their experience and 
fortitude in a courtroom                
performance that yielded supe-
rior results.  Our team, headed 
up by Jonathan B. Nelson, 
Chair of the Litigation Depart-
ment, tried a three week trial 
before Justice Edgardo Ramos in 
the United States Federal             
District Court in the Southern 
District of  New York.  

 “It was a truly a team effort,”  

explained Jonathan Nelson. 
“With over 300 exhibits, nine 
witnesses and two experts,                
having Jon Dorf share some of 
the heavy lifting was invaluable 
and, seasoned paralegal, Abbie 
Rodriguez, made us all look 
good.”  

Representing the Defendants 
who counterclaimed with causes 
of action in this multimillion 
dollar lawsuit sounding in 
Lanham Act violations, unfair 
trade practices, false advertise-
ment and breaches of contract, 
Dorf & Nelson succeeded in  

obtaining a verdict in their favor 
that far exceeded Plaintiffs’   
recovery. 

“Of course I am exceedingly 
proud of the result, but the 
greater source of my pride 
comes from the contributions of 
virtually everyone at the firm.”   

Jonathan continued, “I have 
always loved trying cases since 
my days as a prosecutor in 
Brooklyn. I hope that this                
experience helped to spark in 
others that excitement and that 
interest.”  

Left to right:  Managing Partner, Jon A. Dorf, Partner & Chair of the Litigation                         
Department, Jonathan B. Nelson, and Practice Group Manager, Abbie Rodriguez 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dorf-Nelson-LLP/57737043322
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Westchester’s Two Largest Business                          
Organizations Kick Off the New Year! 
Held at the CV Rich Mansion in White 
Plains, NY, on January 9th, “Opening 
Doors” was an invitation-only event to 
showcase the two largest business             
organizations in Westchester County: 
the Business Council of Westchester 
and the Westchester County Bar                  
Association.   

Members of each organization were 
welcomed to make new connections in 
the New Year.   

Honored to hold positions in both  
organizations, Jon Dorf naturally            
attended the event. He serves on                     
the Board of the Business Council of             

Westchester (BCW) and as its General 
Counsel. He is also Vice President of               
the Westchester County Bar Association 
(WCBA); serves of the Board of                    
Directors; and is present Chair for the 
WCBA’s Law Office Management               
Special Committee.  Here’s to a great 
year! 

Congratulations to Renata Couto, 
Legal Assistant in Commercial    
Litigation and proud mommy to be! 
She reigned supreme over her                   
subjects at her baby shower on                     
Valentine’s Day!  
 

Much happiness to Renata, her               
hubbie, entire family and to little 
prince, Kaleb, expected to make his 
appearance on March 26th. 

Left to right:  Rick Rakow of Rakow Realty Group, Jean Marie Connolly of BNY Mellon,                         
Jody Fay, WCBA President, Dave Varacchi of Stroz Friedberg, Dr. Marsha Gordon,                              

Business Council of Westchester President, Gary Karlitz of Citrin Cooperman,                                                         
Barbara Dunn and John Curran of Stroz Friedberg and Jon A. Dorf of Dorf & Nelson LLP 

Junior Paralegal on the Way! 
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Firm’s Fourth Annual Andrus Holiday Toy Drive!  

Jon Dorf Guest Speaker at 2014 NYSBA                      
Marketing Conference  

The all-day program, “Marketing and          
Business Practices to Grow Your Firm”, 
was held at the Concierge Conference 
Center in Manhattan and was worth 6.5 
MCLE credits. 
 

Jon was assigned to Panel One whose 
overall subject was “Where Business and 
Marketing Meet”. The following topics 
were addressed by members of the panel:  
 

 Business Factors that Affect Business 
Development and Vice Versa 

 

 Adding Personnel but Without Add-
ing Permanent Overhead: Virtual 
Assistants, Contract Attorneys, Law 
Student Interns and Outsourcing 

 

 Strategies for Moving from Solo Prac-
tice to a Firm & Hiring Sequences 

 

Jon’s individual presentation entitled 
“Hot Tips for Building Client Relations”,  

provided start-to-finish detailed guide-
lines for running a more successful,                        
client-friendly office. He discussed the 
importance of setting up a welcoming, 
efficient reception desk to handle client 
inquiries and to create that important 
first impression; establishing procedures 
for returning calls and setting appoint-
ments in a professional, timely fashion; 
creating that first person-to-person             
impression with the client and                     
showcasing the firm’s “personality”;            
sticking to a client-centric approach  
always putting the client first and ensur-
ing he or she knows all those on the 
team; keeping lines of communication 
open; offering state-of-the-art technology 
regardless of the firm’s size; developing 
and constantly updating a firm website; 
targeting business development; and 
offering clear, consistent billing.  

 
 

On Wednesday, March 5th, Jon Dorf was 
a guest presenter at the 2014 March                 
Marketing Conference sponsored by the 
Law Practice Management Committee       
and the Committee on Continuing Legal 
Education of the New York State Bar 
Association 

Left to right:  Dorf & Nelson Partners, Daniel R. Alcott and Martha J. 
Flanders, Andrus President and CEO, Mimi Clarke Corcoran,                       

and Andrus Vice President of Human Resources                                                                
and Knowledge Management, R. Tito Del Pilar   

For four years, Dorf & Nelson has had the 
privilege and fun of hosting a Holiday Toy 
Drive for boys and girls, ages five to              
thirteen, living at Andrus in Yonkers.  
 
Andrus Mission 
As stated on their website, “ANDRUS 
nurtures social and emotional well-being 
in children and their families by delivering 
a broad range of vital services and by      
providing research, training and innova-
tive program models that promote                
standards of excellence for professional 
performance in and beyond our service 
community.” 
 
“It’s a real treat to watch the parade of  
legal professionals streaming in and out of 
my office laughing as they put talking 
teddies, games, Lego sets and dolls in the 
donation box,” Director of Client                    
Relations, Marilyn S. Goerler noted. She 
added, “It’s  even better knowing that our 
gifts will brighten the lives of so many 
children over the holidays and help to 
keep them moving forward with a positive 
attitude.” 



T. 914.381.7600   www.dorflaw.com   F. 914.381.7608 

Dorf & Nelson LLP serves many successful entrepreneurs, growing businesses and major corporations as both legal counsel and trusted advisor in these areas of 
the law:  Litigation, Corporate & Business, Intellectual Property, Life Sciences, Real Estate, Tax-Exempt Not-For-Profit Organizations and Creditors’ Rights & 
Financial Services Litigation. For more information, contact Marilyn S. Goerler, Director of Client Relations, at mgoerler@dorflaw.com.  
 

This newsletter is provided by Dorf & Nelson LLP for educational and informational purposes only and is not intended and should not be construed as legal advice. This newsletter is considered advertising 
under applicable state laws. 

All of us at Dorf & Nelson LLP are 
proud to renew our efforts to provide 
our clients with efficient and effective 
service, sharing your vision for success!  
 

We wish you a 2014 filled with personal 
and professional accomplishments, 
good health and much happiness.  


